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wr Have often. wonderd that Leuning ing tis not 
#B thought a proper Ingredient in the Education 
of a so or Fortune. Since they 


™ have the aime improveable Minds as the Male 
part of the Species;. why fhould, they not. be culti- 


| vated by the fame Methods? why thould Reafon be 


left co it felf in one Of the Sexes, and be difciplined 
with fo much Care in the other? 


There are fome Reafons why: Learning feems 
more adapted to the Female World, than totheMale. 
As in the firft place, becaufe they have more {pare 
Time.upon their Hands, and lead a more Sedentary 


Life. Their Employments are of aDomeftitk Nature, 


and not likethofe of the other Sex, which are often in- 


confiftent‘with Steady and Contemplation. . The Ex- 
cellent Lady, the Lady Lizard, in the fgace of oné 
Summer farnifhed a Gallery with Chairs @id Couches 


of her own and her Daughters working; and_at 
the fame time heard all Do@or Tillotfon’s Serméhs 


- twice over, It is always the Cuftom for one of the 


young Ladies to read, while the others areat work ; 
fo that the Learning of the Family is not at all pre- 
judicial to its Manufa@tures, { was mightily pleafed, 
the other Day, to find them all bufie in preferving 


feveral Fruits of the Seafon, with the Sparder in the . 


midft of them, reading over the Plurality ‘orlds. 
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It was very entertaining ta,me to fee them dividing 
their Speculations between Jellies and Stars, and mak- 
ing’a fadden Tranfition from the Suo to,an Apricot, 
or from the Copernican Syftem tothe figure of a 
Cheefe-cake. ¥ ‘ 


ould apply them- 


A Tecond Reafon why Wo 
felves to ufeful Knowledge raetigt than Mén,. is be- 
ge they have thar natural Gift of Speech in great- 
r Perfection. Since they have fu excellentya Ta- 


lent, fuch a Copia Verborum, or plenty of Words, 
tis Pity they thould not put it ta,fome Ufe. | If 
the Female Tongue will be in Motfen, why thould 
it not be fet to go right?:.Gould they gifcourfe “a- 
bout the Spots in the Sungtit might divert thém 
from pyblifhing the Faults of their Neighbours: 
Could they talk of the diffgrent Afpe&ts and. Con- 
jun@tions of the Planefs,” ed nes, be at the 
Pains to comment upon © s and .Clandeftine 
Marriages. Jo thort,.;were t ae: furnithed with 
Matters of Fv@, out of Arts and Sciences, it, would 
now and then be of great Eafe 1o their Ingention. 


ee 
There is another Reafon why thofe efpqpially 
who are Women of Quality, fhould apply them- 
felves to Letters: namely, becaufe their Hastinds 
are generally Strangers, t@ them. 
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iis ity there thould be no Bnowledge in 
2P; aa my own part, { ath concerned 
WhéA 1 goin a great Houle, where perhaps there 
is nor Mdigte PeriGn th-c can Spell, unicls.it be 
by Change the Bugler, or one of the Foormen. bat 
a the #0nng Heir likely co-mrcic, witb is 
ote e both Tuther 4 her's tide? «| 

If we kok into the Hiflories of famous Wo- 
men, We fibo many eminent Phi-olopacrs of this 
Sex. Nay, we find that icveral Females have 
diftinguithed theostgjyves iv thole Sects of Fhilo- 
fophy, which feem-almolt repugnant to their Na- 
tures. Tbere have been very famous lemale #y- 
thagoreans, notwithttandiéy molt of that Paildio- 
phy cuntitted in kcepnga Secret, and that the Dilci- 
ple was to hold wer 1 ongue five Years, toyerher. 
I nced not mention, Portia, woo was a Stoick in 
Petticoats: Nor B pparchia, the tamous She-Cy- 
nick, who arrived at tuch# Perfection in her Scu- 
Gies, that fhe Converled with her Husband, or 
Man-plantef, in broad Day-light, and ia the open 
Streeis, 


Learning and Knowledge are Rerfe&tions in us, 
not as we ate Men, but as were reafonable Crea- 
tures, in which order of Beings the Femalg V 
is upon the fame Level with the Male. We ought 
to confider in this Particuldt, nog what is the Sex, 
but what is the Species to which they ge 
leaft, I believe every one. will allow me,..that a 
Female Philotopher is, fot fo. abfurd: n Chasabter 
end fo oppetite to the Sex, as a. Female:Gamelter ; 
and that ic if more trrational for aWetman. to pals, 
away nalf-a dcz-adHours at Cards or Dice, than in 
getting wp Stores of vfetal Learning. This there- 
tore is another Reafun whet -wouid:- recommend 
the Sredics. of Ku@iglec.c Bo the Femsle*World, 
that they anay nor ve at a Lofs how to employ 
thote Hatrs iat fic upon their Hands. more 


I might alfo add this Motive :to my fair Rea- 
ders, that'beveral of theim-Ses, who*have improved 
théir Minds by Books -and Literature, have 
raifed themfelves to the bigheft Pufts ot Honour 


and Fortune. A neighbouring Nation may at this 
time farnith us witha very remarkable Initance of 
this Kiud, buc 1 fhall cénclude this Head with the 
Hittory of Athenais, which is a very Gignal Exam. 
Pic (o my-prefiqge Purpote.’ ; 


‘Tite E:bperolt Thins bey aboug the Age of 
onc and cWwenry, and Gefigging to take @ Wife, ‘@e- 
lired his Sifter Pulcheria and his Fricnd Paslings 
to feagch his whole Empire for a Woman of the 


molt exquilite Beauty and highelt Accomplithments, | 


In the midi of this Search, Athenais, a Grecian 
Virgin, accidentaltyoffered herfelf. Her Father 
wh was an eminent Philofopher of Azhens, an 
had bred her up in all the Learning ofthat Place, 
at his Death left ber .but a very {mall Portion, 
in which alfp the: feffered great: Hardthips from 
the Injuftice of her twosBroghers. This forged her 
upon 2 Journey 10°, Cogftamsim, pF sb the had a 
Relation who reprefented her to Pulcheria, 
in order to obtain fume Redrefs from the 
Emperor. By this Means that religious Prin- 
cefs became i ith Ashenuais, .whom the. 
found the .moft beautiful Woman of her Age, 
and Educated under a long Courfe of Philofophy 
in the (rieft Virtue, and moft unfpotted Inno- 
cence. Rulchonia Was charmed with her Converfa- 
tion, 4nd imittediately made her Reports to the Eni- 
peror her Brother Zheodofias. The Chara@er the 
mre og? rm — on im, oa he de- 
Ired his, Sifter tq:ri ec away immediately to 
the Léa vs ‘of his "Fiend Paulwas; wae 1¢ 
found ker Be: vi hep her Converfation ‘beyond 
higheft tdea- he: had’ framed ‘of stigtt; “ His’ Fri 
Paxlinns cOnverted her to Chriftiahity, and gave her 
the Name-of Exdofie; after which the ee 
padlickly efpoufed  hér, and ‘énjoyed all the’ ey HF 
ne{s in his Marriage ‘which he promifed hijinfelf 
froin fuch a virtuous’ and learned ‘Bride. She ‘not 
only forgave the Injuries which hér two Brothers 
had done her, but‘raifed them-to greet Honours ; 
and by feveral Works of: Learning, as well'as by 
an exemplary Life, made heefelf fo dear to’ the 
whole Eynpire, that the had many Statues ere&ted 
to her Memory, ‘and is celebrated by the Fathers of 
she Churchgas the Ornament of hers§erx. é 
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As Baldwie.in V arwick Lane ; ‘where Advegtifements are taken in. 1713. 
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